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MINIMUM WAGE. 
A_mbly Conatitutional Amendment 90 adding .ection 171/2 to article XX of conatitution. 
Authorize!! legislarnre to provide for establishment of minimum ware for women and minors and 
1" eomfort, health. safety and general welfare of any and all empioyees: declares chat no c~nsti-
tutional provision shan be eonstrued as limiting authority of lel\'islarnre co confer upon any com-
mission now or hereafter created such power as le~lature deems requisite to aceomplish provisions 
of this section. 
A_mbly Constitutional Amendment No. 90, a 
resolution to propose to the people of the 
State of California an amendment to the the 
Constitution of che State of California by 
adding to article X.X. a new section to be 
numbered l7i relating to the conditions of 
labor and weltare of employees. 
The legislature of the State of California. at 
Its regular seuion commencing on the sixth day 
of January. 1913. two thirds of the members 
elected to each of the two houses of the said 
legislature voting In favor thereof. hereby pro-
posea an amendment to the Constitution of the 
State of California by adding to article XX 
thereof a new section to be numbered as 1 7 ~ to 
read as follows: 
PROPOSICD LAW. 
Section 17j. The legislature may, by appro-
priate legislation. provide for the establishment 
of a minimum wage for women and minors and 
may provide for the comfort, health. satety and 
general welfare of any and all employees. No 
provision of this constitution shall be construed 
as a limitation upon the authority of the legisla-
ture to confer upon any commission now or here-
atter created. such power and authority as the 
legisla.ture may deem requisite to carry out the 
provisions of this section. 
'RGUMENT IN FAVOR OF ASSEMBLY CON· 
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 90. 
The legislature of 1913 passed an act creating 
an Industriai 'Velfare Commission, whose duties 
are to carefully investigate the wages paid, con-
ditions of work. the hours. ar.d general weltare 
of the working women and chlldren of Callfornia. 
Following this investigation, the commission, 
after conferences with employers and employee!!. 
may determine and fix the minimum wage for 
women and mino" in any Industry or occupation 
in -callfornla. This minimum wage must be 
based upon the cost of proper living. 
In 1911 bUls were paaaed controlling the hours 
of women's and children's work. and it was 
obvious that the work was less than half done 
unlellt! the other two minimum rules ot industrial 
life were also made to protect thi~ weakest and 
most helple .. class: that Is. that the safety and 
the sanitary conditions in which women worked 
should be controlled. and. what was more im-
portant. that they shouid be certain of a Ilving 
wage--a wage that insures for them the neces-
sary she iter, wholesome food and sumclent cloth-
ing. We know that the absence of this Is the 
cause ot III health. lack of strength for a good 
motherhood, and frequently degeneracy and pros-
titution for the weakest. It has been shown 
many times by careful Investigator. that In the 
older and more populous industrial centers the 
long perioda of non-employment in seasonal in-
dustrle. which pay small wal!'es are always ac-
companjed by a large Influx of girls to the ranks 
of the prostitute because of actual want. 
Our conditions in Callfornia are comparatively 
~ood, yet from the statistics of the Bureau of 
'bor we find that forty per cent of the women 
d girls employed In our great state to-day re-
ceive less . than $9.00 per week. This is much 
better than the older Industrial state.. but the 
tact rema1n8 that tully 15,000 women In this 
state are recei"<ing under that sum. Is H.OO, 
.~.OO, $6.00, $7.00, or $8.00 a week enough to 
provide a growing woman with proper JIVing? 
The work of the Industrial Welfare CommiSSion 
is to find out what proper living cost!!. \Vbat It 
really costs to house, feed and clothe a woman 
dependent upon h"rself In the dltrerent parts of 
Callfornla; to find out what are the actual con-
ditions of her employment and to invE'stigate into 
the health, safely and welfare ot the workshops. 
';\hen this invel!tilr,ltion has been made. which 
::lust take place in this great state. the commis-
sion may determine the minimum wa~s. length 
of periods of apprenticeship, and hours of Libor. 
not to exceed the limit pr"scribed by law. v. ilich 
is eight hours in some industries. 
The most powerful reason for action at this 
Urne is to get tne wage Iixed b"fore t!cie opening 
of the Panama canal. when the great horde of 
cheap labor from south"rn Europe will come to 
lower the California ~tandard of living and tend 
to bring the American and nati.e horn down to 
living conditions entirely foreign to us and to the 
Callfornla ideal of necessary comfort. 
~any employers in California pay good wages 
and desire proper conditions for ~~e; . employees, 
and many succeed in giving these conditions :'low. 
but less kindly employers underseil the better 
ones because they pay lower wa,..es. These un-
fair employers will he comoelled to come up to 
the standard set by the commission after its in-
"('stllr,ltions. and thus he placed in a position 
where they will be on the same competitive basis 
as the employers who are to-day giving their 
empioyees proper UYing and working conditions. 
With adequate food and comfortable housing. 
t~e workers will b» more efficient and can give 
better value for t~e money received. 
:nterstate competition will not be a consider-
:iole factor. as IJr~gon and ,Yashington have 
similar commissions. ~nd are Controlllng their 
c')nliltions of Industry as in California. 
:-he legislature also passed constitutional 
amendment to article XX, numbered section l~~, 
:..'lYing the legislature. or its delegated body, the 
commission. the right to fix minimum wages. and 
tds is done to ma.t<e sure that atter the commis-
sion's work is done. its findings and rullngs can 
not be assailed and made useless b~' the state 
courts declaring thia act unconstitutional. To in-
sure the women and minors ot' this 8'tate a livina;-
""a~ it is most necessary that tte "oters of Cali-
fornia vote "Yes" on this amendment. 
A simllar law in Oregon has been sustained bv 
the Oregon courts and Is now before the Cnited 
States supreme court. Louis D. Brandeis and 
Josephine Goldmark have presented the brief in 
support of this law. It is expected that the 
rnlted States ~e court wlll hold as it has 
With the el&ht hour law-"'egislation that is not 
in conflict with the federal constitution. but is an 
.-xtenslon of the police power of the state." To· 
be sure that nothing in our state constitution 
will prevent this great act of justice and mercy 
being done to protect the women of thiB state. 
vote "Yes" on A.uembly Constitutional Amend-
ment No. 90. 
W. A. RoBBll'l'!l. 
ABll8lDblyman Sixty-IIrst District. 
-:went7#n1De 
--- -- "'-----
ARGUMENT AGAINST ASSEMBLY CONSTI· 
TUTIONAL AMENOMENT NO. 90-
Firat-There should be no legislation !ixlng a 
minimum wage for either women or minors. 
Women are fitted to perform. without previous 
experience and study. but very few avocations. 
In many C8.8eII a woman without experience Is 
helpleaa. while if given time and an opportunity 
she readJly becomes usetul and a valuable worker. 
To fix a wage arbitrarily. and say unless paid 
this sum she 08hall not be employed at aU. takes 
from her the opportunitY many times to any em-
ployment whatever and the help. encouragem~nt 
and assistance of those employers who otherwIse 
would give her a chance. 
See01ld-There is as much dltrerence in the 
capacity and ability of ditrerent women as of 
ditrerent men-<>ither ",ay be in such condition. 
mentally or pbysically, as to need great care and 
attention before they ean adapt themselves to 
any kind or character 0C employment. These 
people need eSpt"Cial "are and w,,11 directed p"r-
severing effort to bring tbem to sucb condition 
that they are of any value as help. They there-
fore should be encouraged, not discouraged, 
their endeavors to be self-supporting, or at Ie. 
partially so. A fixed minimum wage destro). 
all their opportunity. 
Third-These same reasons apply to minors. 
with the additionai reason tbat experience teach ... 
us that children should be taught how to work. 
allowed to work. and encouraged to work. and 
permitted to work. regardless of the matter ot 
any recompense whatever. Our cities are tllled, 
our streets are lined with men who wUl not work. 
the great reason being because they were never 
taught how to work, nor encouraged In any 
worK. To say that a child shall not work with-
out a tlxed pay deprives tne child of opportunities 
which have always made the willing child ot 
to-day the futUre leading man ot our country. 
It is fundamentally wrong. 
"lILI.L\.Ji( B. SHEAR&R. 
Assemblyman First District.. 
ELECTION OF UNITED STATES SENATORS. 
Assembly Constitutional Amendment 92 amending section 20 of article V of constitution. 
Eliminates provisions or present section prohibitin~ gowrnor trom beinlP; elected rnited :'lnr"~ 
senator during his term ui ottice. and instead pro\"ides that such senators shall be elected by ttJe 
people of the state in the manner provided by law. 
Assembly Constitutional .\mendment Xo. 93. a 
resolution to propose to the people of the 
State of California an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the ::ltate ot California. by amend-
ing section ::0 of article V thereof. relating 
to the election of Caited States senators. 
The leglalature of the ';tate of California at its 
regular session commencinsr on the sixth day of 
January, in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and thirteen, two thirds of all the members elected 
to each of the two houses of said legislature 
voting in favor thereof. hereby proposea to the 
quallfted electors ot the State of California. the 
following amendment to the Constitution of the 
State of California so that section 20 of article V 
of said constitution 8hall read as follows: 
PROPOSBD LAW. 
Section 20. United States senators shall be 
elected by the people of ttle state In the manner 
provided by law. 
Section 20. article V. proposed to be amended. 
now readII as follows: 
EXISTr.<G LAW. 
Section 20. The !lot'f'n"r shan not. durin/} 
Ms term of offtee. be p/locted a senator to the 
8611CH. of the Un.ited State •• 
ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF ASSEMBLY CON· 
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NO. 92-
The object of the amendment is to make the 
Conatftution ot California ~ontorm to the Con-
stitutlon of the L"nited States in its provisi.H1 
for the l'lertion of Cnit"d Statl's senator. Ti,e 
Cnlted States Constitution prOVides that the sen-
ate shail be the judge of the ele<'tJon, return a!ld 
qualifications of its members. The present pro-
Vision of the Constitution of California. providln,; 
that the governor shall not, during his term ot 
office. be elected as senator to the senate of the 
Gnited States. is. therefore. in contllct with the 
Constitution of the Cnited States. and this C" 
tlict - should be removed by the adoption of 
proposed amendment. 
The rea8(m for the provision in the state con-
stitution, prohibiting the election of I!. governor of 
the state to the Cnited States senate, no longer 
existll. When members of the Gnited Statell sen-
ate were elected by the legislature. it might have 
been possible for the governor to use undue in-
fluence on the legislature to secure his own elec-
tion to the Gnited States senate. but now tbat 
members of the Loited States senate are elected 
by a direct vote ot the people, there is no reason 
for any restrictiolUl upon the right of the people 
Lo choose whom they see lit to fill the office. 
L. D. BOHNB'l"l', 
Assemblyman Forty-fourth District.. 
WII.Ll.U~ B. BUSH. 
Assemblyman Twenty-sixth District.. 
CAT·I·ING CONVENTION FOR REVISION OF 
CONSTITUTION. 
Assembly Concurrent Resolution 17. 
Recommends that electors vote for or aeainst a ('on>ention for revisinlt the constitution: p~ 
Tides that if majority vote in favor thereof. the legislature shall at next session provide for election 
of delegates to such convention and the holdinlt thereof at state capitol within three months from date 
of election callinlt the same. and that it .ball continue in session until it h8.11 completed [he work: of 
revision and provided for submission thereof to electors. 
Assembly Concurrent RellOlutlon No. 17. a l'f'!!olU- sixth day of January, one thousand nine hundred 
tion reeommendlnlll' the calling of a convention and thirteen. two thirds of all the members 
for the revillion of the Constitution of the elected to each hOWle concurring, hereby recom-
State of California.. reeommending that the mend that the electors of the state vote at the 
electon ot the state "ote at the next. general next general elecUon upon the proposition to call 
election for the call1n~ ot a convention to re- a convention to revise the state conlltitution, such 
vise the contltitutlon. and to provide the num- proposition to read as tollows: 
bar and quallftcatlon. compensation. and mall- Set'tlon 1. Two thirds of the members ele 
ner ot electing the delesrates to such convention. to each branch of the legislatUre for the 1. 
~I ... ed by the assembly. the spnate concur- tleth se88ion ot the lpgilliature ot the State ot 
ring. That the legislature of the State "f Cal1- California. commenCing on the sixth day of Janu-
fornla. at Ita recuiar se88ion. commencing on the ary. one thousand nine hundred and thirteen, do 
TJdrUr 
